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In the late summer of a long-ago year, a killer arrived in a small city. His name was Alton Turner

Blackwood, and in the space of a few months he brutally murdered four families. His savage spree

ended only when he himself was killed by the last survivor of the last family, a fourteen-year-old

boy.Half a continent away and two decades later, someone is murdering families again, re-creating

in detail Blackwoodâ€™s crimes. Homicide detective John Calvino is certain that his own

familyâ€•his wife and three childrenâ€•will be targets in the fourth crime, just as his parents and

sisters were victims on that distant night when he was fourteen and killed their slayer.As a detective,

John is a man of reason who deals in cold facts. But an extraordinary experience convinces him

that sometimes death is not a one-way journey, that sometimes the dead return.Here is a ghost

story like no other you have read. In the Calvinos, Dean Koontz brings to life a family that might be

your own, in a war for their survival against an adversary more malevolent than any he has yet

created, with their own home the battleground. Of all his acclaimed novels, none exceeds What the

Night Knows in power, in chilling suspense, and in sheer mesmerizing storytelling.â€œDean

Koontz...has the power to scare the daylights out of us.â€• â€•Peopleâ€œKoontz seems to know us,

our deepest foibles and fears.â€• â€•USA Todayâ€œKoontz writes first-rate suspense, scary and

stylish.â€• â€•Los Angeles Timesâ€œA master at spinning dark tales...Koontz knows how to dial up

the terror.â€• â€•Associated Press
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Whatever happened to the Dean Koontz who wrote such excellent books as Watchers, Intensity,



Dark Rivers Of The Heart, From The Corner Of His Eye, and Velocity -- just to name a few? It's sad

to see when an author goes from being "can't miss" to "don't bother." For me, this has been the

situation with Koontz's books over the past several years.I was hoping, however, based on the

description in  Vine, that What The Night Knows was going to be like Koontz's books from

yesteryear -- i.e., edge-of-the-seat excitement, fully developed credible characters, realistic

dialogue, and non-stop suspense. The plot is described as involving a Homicide detective who

believes that his wife and children are being marked for murder in the same way his parents and

sisters were brutally killed twently years earlier by a crazed murdered out on a killing spree. A killing

spree that ended when the detective, then fourteen years of age, killed the murderer of his

family.Unfortunately, virtually none of what I hoped for turned out to be the case. While What The

Night Knows has its moments of suspense, there are not enough of them nor are they of the caliber

of suspense Koontz used to be able to create; suspense that used to make the hairs on the back of

my neck stand up on end.Even more disappointing to me was Koontz's inability to create believable,

fully developed characters as well as realistic dialogue. For me, this was particularly true about the

child characters in What The Night Knows. These children, pre-teens, are so poorly developed and

speak such unrealistic dialogue that I often had to stop reading in order to get my eyes to stop from

rolling around in my head in astonishment.
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